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 Volume 70, Number 3   www.thousandlakesregion.org    Spring 2023 

Thousand Lakes Region 2023 Convention 
Bloomington MN 
May 18th-May21st 

Come for the clinics, stay for the layouts! 

 The TLR returns to the Twin Cities for a convention 

packed with home layout tours and an all new lineup of presen-

tations. 30 area modelers and clubs have opened their doors for 

you to see all these great layouts, including Jeff Otto’s fabulous 

Missabe Northern, Doug Iverson’s Ma and Pa, and Eduardo 

Romo’s beautifully sceniked and detailed NdeM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 An all star lineup of clinics, including noted Rail Author 

Bill Kuebler, who will give us a comprehensive look at the North-

ern Pacific North Coast Limited based on his book. Keith Pashina 

will tell us how he uses deadrail on his Gilpin Tram railroad, and 

Pat Thoney with history and modeling the Quincy and Torch 

Lake in Michigan’s upper peninsula.  

   Cont. page 2 

This is Bill Kuebler’s book on the NP that he will be basing his talk 

upon. 

This Clinchfield F unit is running on Ken Borowski’s N scale Clinchfield 

Blue Ridge Division. Ken’s layout features car card operation and very 

realistic scenery.  

The logging camp is on the Hennepin Overland club in South 

Minneapolis constructed by Bruce Johnson. The Hennepin Overland club 

also has an attached gift store that will be open during the layout tour.  
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The convention hotel is the Bloomington Best Western conven-

iently located right across the street from the Mall of America 

and nearby MSP International airport. You can also catch the 

light rail for a quick ride to downtown Minneapolis. Bring the 

family. There is plenty do there including dozens of restaurants, 

hundreds of stores for the shoppers, and Nickelodeon Universe 

amusement park. The hotel offers complimentary shuttle ser-

vice to the mall and nearby restaurants. 

 Be sure and pre register to be sure and be included 

the Thursday afternoon layouts you can visit before checking in 

at the hotel.  

DO NOT MISS THIS CONVENTION!!! It is a great opportunity to 

see so many great layouts, and sit in on some all star clinics! 

The Bloomington Best Western at 1901 Killebrew Drive across the street 

View from the Cab    
President Art Suel  
 This is not a mild winter, but it 
gives us time at our model railroad layouts 
and work benches.  I have put this time to 
good use, scratch building a simple struc-
ture from spare pieces from Pikestuff kits  
and scenicing a corner of the layout.  I be-
lieve it has developed nicely.  My goal is to 

get the layout ready to get the Golden Spike Award. We see 
how that turns out. 
 Spring is a busy time for our region, with various divi-
sions holding events. Southeastern Division annual train show 
is March 4th in Dubuque IA. On March 18th and 19th in Sioux 
Falls, Dakota Southeastern will have their annual train show.   
March 10th and 11th , the Twin City Division will be holding their 
annual Modelers’ Retreat that features clinics and displays of 
models.    
May brings our region together at the Annual Regional Conven-
tion.  Twin City Division  is hosting the gathering at the Best 
Western Plus in Bloomington MN  across the street from the 
Mall of America.  Hoping to see many people at this event. Lay-
out tours and clinics beside the Celebration Room. Think about 
entering a model or two for the contest or just displaying your 
model(s).  There is more information in this edition of the Fu-
see from the convention committee. 
 Now on to a serious subject, succession. In order to 
function, the region needs volunteers to step up and be an 
officer.  Thousand Lakes Region has four board positions up 
this year.  Think about taking the plunge and become a board 
member of the region or at your local level, a position on the 
divisional boards.  Great way to meet people and earn credit 
for the AP Official or Volunteer certificate.  In this issue of the 
Fusee, there is the notice of election with job descriptions. 
Well, that enough for this month.  Now it’s time to get back to 
the layout room. 
 
Art 

45th Annual 

Spud Valley Hobby Show 

 

(under 12 free with paid 

adult) 

Red River Valley 

Fairgrounds 

Hartl Building 

1805 Main Ave W. 

West Fargo, ND 

 Large and small  

       operating model  

       Railroads 

 Vendors selling farm toys, 

plastic models, model rail-

road items, die cast vehi-

cles, old toys, railroad col-

lectibles and more 

 Door prizes 

 Valley RC Flyers display 

their planes 

Sunday, October 15, 2023 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Call Don—701-234-9351 or email spudvalley@hotmail.com 
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Tentative Schedule 
 
Thursday May 18th 
Noon -4pm   Layout tours for pre-registered 
3-7PM   Registration open 
3-7PM    Celebration and contest room check in 
Dinner on your own 
7:15-8PM   Clinic 
8:15-9PM  Clinic 
9PM-closing  Open slide show 
Friday May 19

th
 

7-9 AM   Breakfast at hotel 
7:30-10:30AM  Registration open 
8-10:30AM  Celebration and contest room check in and viewing 
8:45-9:30AM  Clinic 
9:45-10:30AM  Clinic 
10:45-11:30AM Clinic 
Lunch on your own 
Noon -4PM  Home layout tours 
4-6:15PM  Dinner on your own 
6:15-7PM  Clinic 
7:15-8PM  Clinic 
8:15-9PM  Clinic 
9PM-closing  Open slide show 
Saturday May 20

th
 

7-9 AM   Breakfast at hotel 
7:30-10:30AM  Registration open 
8-10:30AM  Celebration and contest room check in and viewing 
8:45-9:30AM  Clinic 
9:45-10:30AM  Clinic 
10:45-11:30AM Clinic 
Lunch on your own 
Noon -4PM  Home layout tours 
4-5PM   Pick up models in celebration room 
6:30PM  Banquet 
7:30PM  Awards and auction 
Sunday May 21

st
 

7-9 AM   Breakfast at hotel 
9AM   Annual general membership meeting 
Noon-4PM  Layout tours 
 
Scheduled Clinicians (Subject to Change) 
 
Ed Traficante: Pacific northwest 1971 trip featuring photos from the cab of the Empire Builder. 
Eric Hopp: Rebuilding GN 1146 lounge car at Jackson Street 
Gary Nelson: My life on the GN and BN 
Leon W. and Johnny M: Building HO 3D taconite cars 
John Niemeyer: Working with miniature LED lighting in models and figures 
Michael Farley: Using JMRI for operation 
Joel Weeks: My HO Great Northern Willmar division including a diorama of the Willmar depot 
Keith Pashina: Using HOn2-1/2 dead rail 
Pat Thoney: Modeling and history Q&TL 
Wm Sampson: Modeling HO vehicles 
Bill Kuebler: The Vista Dome North Coast Limited (2 time slots) based on his book 
Gary Lenz: History of the Minnesota Western (Luce Line Electric) 
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Celebration Room Forms and Guidelines for the 2023 TLR Convention in 
Bloomington 

Please fill out your forms BEFORE the convention to speed up entry 

All convention attendees making entrees into the Celebration Room need to submit forms and follow Celebration Room 
guidelines indicated on the TLR website and the NMRA.   

 

All entrants must submit an NMRA Contest Entry form.  This is NMRA Form 901 and can be found on the NMRA 
website at the following link: 

https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/form_901_rev_j_8-22-20.pdf 

 

If you are submitting a model (Car, Structure, Motive Power) you also need to submit NMRA Form 902, the Contest 
Judging Form: 

https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/nmra_model_contest_judges_score_sheet.pdf 

 
It is prudent to review the NMRA Contest Judging Guidelines for each of your Judged Model submissions: 

https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/2006-judging-guide-lines.pdf 

 
Judged Model submissions are encouraged to include supplemental materials that addresses each of the subcate-

gories on the NMRA Contest Judging Guidelines.  A summary of how best to present this information, written by 
Jack Burgess, MMR from the PCR, can be found on the TLR website at: 

https://www.thousandlakesregion.org/_files/ugd/6e8a39_d7052d2431974171bccfad6d1d298180.pdf 

 
If you are submitting a module, the entry form for this is: 

https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/form_901b.pdf 

 
Because modules are typically located at a location different from the Celebration Room, Judges will go to that loca-

tion.  Please put the following form on the module to be judged: 

https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/form_j.pdf.   

This form will be available at the Celebration Room entry table. 

 
Entrants submitting photographs are required to submit an NMRA Form 901.  However, please review the photog-

raphy guidelines on the TLR Celebration Room website: 

https://www.thousandlakesregion.org/_files/ugd/6e8a39_193116e2dc9d4f578482023383a56a47.pdf 

 
Arts and Crafts entry rules are also on the TLR Celebration Room website: 

https://www.thousandlakesregion.org/_files/ugd/6e8a39_1be1a248a8cc4ce9b9ab6932670dd67d.pdf 

Finally, the Contest Room rules are indicated on the TLR website.  Please review these before coming to Bloom-
ington. 

 

https://www.thousandlakesregion.org/_files/ugd/6e8a39_be72563f40584f63b11997112b60ca05.pdf 

 

We recognize that there are many rules to track, however, the intent is to ensure that all who participate in the Celebra-
tion Room are Judged by standard and consistent guidelines. 

 

Arts and Crafts Scoring Sheet: 

 

The entries will be scored using an Arts and Crafts Scoring Sheet: (page 10) 

https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/form_901_rev_j_8-22-20.pdf
https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/nmra_model_contest_judges_score_sheet.pdf
https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/2006-judging-guide-lines.pdf
https://www.thousandlakesregion.org/_files/ugd/6e8a39_d7052d2431974171bccfad6d1d298180.pdf
https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/form_901b.pdf
https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/form_j.pdf
https://www.thousandlakesregion.org/_files/ugd/6e8a39_193116e2dc9d4f578482023383a56a47.pdf
https://www.thousandlakesregion.org/_files/ugd/6e8a39_1be1a248a8cc4ce9b9ab6932670dd67d.pdf
https://www.thousandlakesregion.org/_files/ugd/6e8a39_be72563f40584f63b11997112b60ca05.pdf
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                       Entry No. _____________  

 
TLR Arts & Crafts Contest Judges Score Sheet  

 

Entry Description: ____________________________________________________________  

  

Category (check one)  ___ General      ___ Needlework    ___ Railroadiana     

  

Describe your entry in detail. Add other information you feel necessary.  

  

Construction and Materials (Maximum of 50 points)                   Points Awarded ________ Describe in detail how 
your entry was made. Note any special materials used.  

  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
  

Difficulty/Complexity (Maximum of 30 points)                            Points Awarded ________  

  

Kit ________(10 points Maximum)  
Pattern ________(20 points Maximum)   

Original ________ (30 points Maximum)  
Describe the complexity of the entry. Note any special techniques required or used. If Pattern or Kit, were any changes 
made? Was the project adapted from one medium to another?  

  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
  

  

Finishing Maximum of 25 points)                                                Points Awarded ________  
Describe how the item was prepared for display/use (type of materials, matting, etc.)  

  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
  
Neatness (Maximum 20 points)                                                   Points Awarded ________  

  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
  
Judges Comments: ___________________________________        Final Score ________  
 

___________________________________________________  
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Thousand Lakes Region Photography Contest Judging Guidelines  

(Adapted from the National Model Railroad Association)  

  

Judging photographs is much more subjective than judging models. A prize-winning photograph is often more a matter of 
art and luck than execution of technique. Certainly, the photographer is faced with more things that are beyond his con-
trol than the model builder, particularly for prototype photos.  

  

Procedure – The following judging procedure, used for years by many in competitive camera clubs, is employed.  

View all the entries in a category one at a time to get an overview of the field. There should be no dialog at this point. 
View entries again then each judge indicates whether the entry should stay or be eliminated. During this run-
through, a positive vote from any one of the judges will keep the entry in the running. Any entry receiving no 
votes is set aside. During the third run-through, it requires two positive responses to keep an entry; those fail-
ing are removed and set aside. If the field is still large, perform another run-through. Three judges are now 
required to give assent, although by this time there are usually no more than a dozen entries left. The purpose 
of this process is to narrow the field rather than to pick winners, thus it is advisable that little or no commen-
tary should be made until the next step.  

With only ten or twelve entries left, the judges now have a reasonably small field from which to select. At this point 
the remaining photos are discussed and compared. Prints may be arranged on the table in order of finish and 
moved about as the judges seek a consensus. Entries removed earlier may always be brought back for fur-
ther consideration, but it should be noted that this method will generally produce the same final ten entries or 
so from more than a hundred choices, no matter which team of judges is used. Different teams of judges may 
likely produce different winners from these finalists, however. This is not surprising, as we are dealing with a 
subjective medium.  

The Photography Contest Manager handles the entries freeing the judges from handling a stack of prints.  

After all the categories have been judged, the judges select a Best of Show from among the First Place winners. This 
is removed from its category reordering the ranking for first, second and third.  

    

2. Judging Factors  

2.1. Impact – This is best explained by the "I wish I'd taken that picture" reaction. Given a choice, action is 
preferable to a static scene; rare or unusual equipment is more interesting than the ordinary. In model photog-
raphy, the choice of the model will contribute to the impact of the picture. Other questions arise in model pho-
tography: Does the photograph reveal obvious, distracting modeling flaws, or has the photographer apparent-
ly taken pains to be sure that all of the elements shown work together to produce a pleasing result? When the 
environment is exceptional, or the viewpoint makes the ordinary extraordinary, full credit should be given for 
the contribution the photographer's sensitivity brought to the subject.  

2.2. Composition – The arrangement of the forms within the photo should be pleasing to the eye. How well did 
the photographer use the available space within his format? Did he or she follow the guidelines taught in art 
and photography classes? If the rules are broken, did the result justify that decision?  

2.3. Artistic Approach – This subjective area is where a strongly graphic or symbolic composition may move 
one judge and a "typical calendar shot" may be more moving to another. One tends to evaluate artistic and 
aesthetic qualities on the basis of one's own experience. What moves us and the degree we are impressed 
will change as we are exposed to more and better images. A judge should not start out looking for a special 
kind of artistry. To do so would impose our own personal values, sensibilities, or preconceptions without giv-
ing the entries a chance to speak for themselves.  

2.4. Lighting – In photography, light is law. It is the only thing that makes it possible to expose film or activate 
the sensor in a digital camera. Skillfully handled, the result can be a work of art; badly handled, the result is a 
total failure or a snapshot at best. A picture made with on-camera flash and no other light would be a snap-
shot. The photographer should be given full credit for use of multiple flash, supplemental reflectors, or a well- 
developed room lighting system, depending on the quality of the execution. Natural sunlight is superior to 
flash systems, but it can be handled poorly. The best execution of any lighting system in model photography 
is one that produces a realistic, natural appearance, without multiple shadows (there can be only one sun!), 
with accurate color, and without excessively harsh contrast and black holes devoid of details.  

2.5. Exposure – If a print appears washed out, or shadow details are obliterated, it is obvious the negative 
was improperly exposed. However, the judges may decide that an unusual exposure was skillfully handled to 
achieve a desired mood or dramatic effect. This holds true for digital photography as well except that a sensor 
creates the image instead of film.  



13 

2.6. Focus – Model photographers should strive to maximize the appearance of sharpness throughout the 
photo to achieve realistic results. Generally, selective focus is not desirable in model or prototype photos, 
since it often produces fuzzy areas that are distracting; there are of course exceptions. The judges must de-
termine whether the photographer achieved his or her goal or not.  

    

2.7. Difficulty – In prototype shots, this relates to motion, lighting conditions (including weather), selection of 
an appropriate viewpoint, inherent danger and the knowledge of special techniques and equipment. Night 
photography, for instance, is considerably more difficult than shooting an idle locomotive with the sun over 
your left shoulder. Model photography involves a different set of technical skills for closeup work while main-
taining adequate depth-of-field. Lighting models adequately can be difficult and complex as well. Since a 
model may be photographed many times with different settings, there is little reason to see poorly lit photos 
of model scenes. A prototype may be available only once.  

2.8. Special Effects – This would apply to deliberate blurring or panning to accentuate motion, long expo-
sures at night to create light streaks, multiple exposures, shooting through smoke or fog, using filters, print 
toning, or any other special effects limited only by the photographer's imagination. In model photos, special 
effects include smoke and steam simulation, fog, panning and wheel spinning, harsh weather conditions, 
and more. The final evaluation should be, as always, a response to how well the effect achieved the desired 
result: did it work, and is the result pleasing or evocative enough to have made the effort worthwhile? This 
applies whether the image was produced digitally or using film.  

2.9. Technique – Is the color pleasing, correct, or believable? Color saturation should also be evaluated. To 
some extent this is influenced by the quality of processing or digital enhancement in a computer; however, 
whether the result is acceptable or not is a judgment for which the photographer is responsible. An unsatis-
factory processing job may be redone. Black and white is more often controlled by the photographer, be-
cause more of them process their own black and white than do their own color. Good blacks and mid-tones, 
clean whites, and careful contrast control are essential to all contest-quality black and white prints. Digital 
enhancement in any form may or may not add to the quality of the basic exposure, and if done skillfully can 
produce a contest winner. However, no amount of digital enhancement alone can help a poorly framed, 
poorly focused or poorly exposed photo.  

2.10. Finish – Consider the impact of the presentation. Prints should not be streaked or blemished and 
should be bonded correctly to the mount, with carefully measured borders. Mounts and mats should be 
clean and neatly cut; they should lie flat, and not show excess mounting tissue or adhesive around the edg-
es.  If a print is not suitable for publication reproduction, it should not be considered for an award."  

  

 
 

Arts and Crafts Rules 
Thousand Lakes Region (TLR) 

of the National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) 

(adapted from the Lone Star Region, NMRA) 

A. General Rules  

Any conflicts in judging or registration/entry will be resolved by the Contest Director who is the final authority. 

The Arts and Crafts Contest is open to anyone who is registered at a TLR Region Convention.  Entries may be 
made by proxy as long as the forms are properly completed by the entrant. 

Each entry must be accompanied by the NMRA Contest Entry Form (Form 901) signed by the entrant along with the 
TLR Arts and Crafts Judging form.  

There will be no restriction on the number of articles entered by a single entrant, nor shall any entry fee be charged.  

Articles will be displayed to permit the maximum inspection (based on space available). If you have a large entry 
(taking up ten (10) square feet or more) please check with the Region Contest Director to make sure appropri-
ate space will be available.  

Items that have won First (1
st
) place at a previous Regional or National NMRA contest are ineligible.  

The claim check from the NMRA Contest Entry Form (Form 901) must be presented to obtain the article after the 
contest.  

Reasonable care and protection will be provided for entries by the Host Committee and the Judges.  
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Publishing Deadlines 
Publishing Date  Submission Deadline 

March 1 Edition  February 1 

July 1 Edition  June 1 

September 1 Edition August 1 

December 1 Edition November 1 

Neither the TLR nor the Host Convention Committee can assume any responsibility in the event of loss or damage to 
an article beyond the insurance carried by the NMRA and then no more than the dollar value that is shown on 
the NMRA Contest Entry Form.  

No entries will be accepted after 3PM on Friday (unless otherwise posted). This will allow the Region Contest Director 
and the Host Convention Committee time to ready the room for judging.  

The Celebration Room will remain closed to viewing during judging (Saturday 10AM to 4PM) (unless otherwise post-
ed). The room will reopen Saturday following judging for viewing.  

For the protection of the entries, no bags, purses, camera bags, or drinks will be allowed in the model/photo display 
area. You are welcome to take photos for your personal use.   

B. Categories  

Arts and Crafts General – Other than Railroadiana, project can be from a kit (which includes plans, instructions and 
materials), Pattern (where the entrant acquires materials separately), or an original design from the entrant. 
Please specify kit, pattern or original on entry form.  

Arts and Crafts Needlework – Same as General except entry is a type of stitchery (knitting, quilting, embroidery, nee-
dlepoint, sewing, etc.). Please specify kit, pattern or original on entry form.  

Arts and Crafts Railroadiana – Same as General except entry must have a railroad motif. Please specify kit, pattern 
or original on entry form.  

C. Judging  

Judging will be done by a team of judges.  

Points are awarded in the following categories listed on the TLR/NMRA Arts and Crafts Judge’s Score Sheet.  

Construction and Materials (maximum of 50 points)  

Difficulty/Complexity (maximum of 30 points)  

Finish and Display (maximum of 25 points)  

Neatness (maximum of 20 points)  

D. Awards  

A plaque will be awarded for First (1st) place in each category.  

Certificates will be awarded for Second (2nd) and Third (3rd) place in each category. 

Best of Show will receive a plaque. It is the entry receiving the highest point total on the judges score sheet, from all 
the entries in the Arts and Crafts contest.  
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Scratch Building a N Scale Modern Billboard Structure  

Neil Maldeis MMR© 

Introduction 

I’m a big fan of scratch building, so when I saw Kennedy Gauger’s Celebration Room challenge for the 2023 TLR Convention, I said I 

am in!  

Most of my efforts are spent on my Hon3 layout so this gave me a great opportunity to work on something different. I am always 

looking to improve and add things to the scenery and another billboard would be perfect for my portable N scale layout. 

Having a small project to work on alongside of larger ones also is an excellent way to not only build on your skills, but can also help 

you from getting bored or bogged down on the larger project. Completing a smaller project can give you an immediate sense of 

satisfaction to help keep your spirits high. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prototype 

Research & Planning:  

The next step was to come up with a billboard design that would be appropriate for the layout. My layout is loosely set in the late 

60’s through the 70’s. A modern steel post structure would be appropriate, so that is what I started to look for out on the internet.  

Interestingly I was surprised at how much information was out there for billboards. I ended up using a document I found on the 

valuation of billboards to help determine an appropriate size and the general construction of the structures. I ended up choosing 

Finished billboard set in a temporary location on layout  



16 

to go with a billboard size of 12’ X 25’. I also estimated from photos the structures ranged from ground level to 100’ or more in 

height.  I decided on 40’ height as this seemed reasonable for my layout. 

                       

Billboard Guide                                          Typical Billboard Sizes 

I found the following information that I used as a guide to build the structure. There were a lot of detailed construction plans and 

frankly it appeared there were no standards as every plan showed a different way to build the structure. It was also apparent 

there was no way to follow prototype drawings in N scale so at best I would be building the model to look similar to the generic 

construction plan and a prototype photo.  

                                   

Prototype frame construction                                                       Generic framing layout 

Materials 

Gathering materials and supplies:   

For this project I dug into my stash and found pretty much all of the raw materials I needed from leftover pieces in my scrap bins. I 

was able to find some tubing for the pole and various other styrene scrap pieces for the supporting material and a piece of plain 

stock for the billboard area. 

I also found a small piece of leftover screen that will work perfect for the catwalk grating. The only parts I used that were not basic 

shapes were some Grant Line NBW’s for around the base. 
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Scrap plastic parts and the screen material from my stash  

Construction  

Scratch Building:  

I estimated off the photo what I thought were reasonable scale sizes for the materials. I played around a little with this to get 

“what looked right” (some pieces were either too big or small) to determine the correct size of the materials to use (i.e., 4”x4”, 

6”x6”, etc.) and for the length, width, etc. for the frame.  I glued (Testor’s liquid plastic cement) the pieces together which resulted 

in the completed frame.  

 I used an Olfa circle cutter (see picture) to make the mounting base for the pole and stacking several layers for the concrete base. 

The circle cutter works great on thin plastic, card stock and paper, the circles I made are as small as the tool goes and can go up to 

about 8” dia.  I cut off and glued a ring of Grant Line NBW heads around the base similar to how they mount prototype poles to 

concrete bases. (Get your magnifying glasses out!) 

I glued a couple of scale “4 x4” styrene strips under the screen for the catwalk. I drilled and installed some short pieces of brass 

wire (guessing 1/32 dia) to support the catwalk to the main frame 

Work in progress  

              

Raw materials - Cutting circles for base’s                      Main Frame construction and concrete base 



18 

              

Brass wire hangers for catwalk                          Painted billboard and concrete base                           

                 

Assembled w/Catwalk installed, decal test                        Olfa circle cutting tool  

 

Billboard Signage: 

Figuring out what to put on the billboard was easy for me as the time period was perfect for a muscle car ad back in the day.  

Again, searching around on the internet, I stumbled across a picture with billboard ad for 1970 Dodge Challenger which would be 

perfect. (It also happens to be my wife’s favorite car of that era) 
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Image from the internet                                                      Decals made from image 

I was able to capture the portion picture well enough that it looks like what would be on a billboard. I’m probably violating some 

copyright rules, but, assume since I am not going to use it to make money, I’m probably ok.  

I played around with the image and got it to a scale size to fit the billboard, I threw a piece of decal paper into the trusty ink jet 

printer and printed out a bunch of them so I could do some testing and see how well they work. My test on a scrap piece of plastic 

worked well, however getting one to look right on the billboard turned into a real challenge. 

I thought the decal would look ok at first over the gray I had painted the billboard, unfortunately it showed through too much and I 

had to paint the signage board white. (Failure #1) Once I did that the decal looked great. Unfortunately, I had another mishap you 

can see in the following picture, when I applied the decal setting solvent, I think I used too much, the decal ended up with a notice-

able sag. (Failure #2) My next attempt came out better, but still had some sagging. (Failure #3) At this point I’m thinking what am I 

doing wrong and determined the decal material was too thin and applied more decal film, that did the trick and ended up with a 

thicker decal that I was able to use. I haven’t made many decals and this experience turned out to be a truly valuable learning ex-

perience! 

                      

    Billboard with signage board painted white                 Completed billboard with bad decal     

Closing thoughts 

I’m really pleased at how well the billboard turned out as it is looks great and follows close to prototype construction practice. I 

estimate I spent about an hour to do a little research and maybe 2 hours to build and paint the model. Making the decals probably 

took another hour to make. (Another hour dealing with decal failures) 

Grand total of 5-6 hours over a couple of evenings, hopefully this doesn’t scare anyone away from trying to scratch build their own 

billboard.  I’m sure constructing a simple ground level wood style frame billboard at most would only take a person an hour or two 

to complete.  

I had a lot of fun building my billboard and would encourage everyone to give it a try. There isn’t a layout out there that couldn’t 

use an additional billboard (or 2) on it! I might even work on some additional details before the convention in May to get more 

judging points. 

Don’t for get your paper work, here is my form 902 filled out! 
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Model railroading is fun! 

Round the Curve to Altoona 

October 19-22, 2023 

 Location: 

Altoona Grand Hotel 

1 Sheraton Drive 

Altoona, Pennsylvania  16601 

  

Convention Website: 

https://mer2023.org/index.html 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1JvRPOI3IggeH9GNtMEzj4Q-7FoVU58RXVNG6o99HZqocictKebve31-FvQPNKQnjSWixtviGuwdGUSt8MD2w4sT2vwNHBaX_SXVdUqx4L2fU2KrgWR3zn7Vd8GvdyANzGlMWwCTyd3JSVuy4qctK9w6h1gf9fnDUjZcHE9lzg4lFZ_ytRq-idvEMbxDclApXJXxpqQohEBvFUJFUfVBm3s4s1dW90MDQGyy_d
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Region Roundup—model railroad-related events  in and around  the TLR  

Mar 4  North Metro Model RR Club Show   VFW, Coon Rapids, MN 
Mar 4  Model Railroad Garage Sale    Dubuque Cty Fair Grounds, Dubuque, IA 

Mar 5   Great Midwest Train Show                         DuPage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL 

Mar 10-11 Twin Cities Division Spring Modeler’s Retreat   Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church of Plymouth. 

Mar 18-19 La Crosse & 3 Rivers RR Club Train Show         The Omni Center, Onalaska, WI 

Mar 25-26 Greater Sioux Falls Model train Show   Multicultural Center, Sioux Falls, SD 

April 2  Great Midwest Train Show                         DuPage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL 

April 1  Greater Upper Midwest Train Show                Century College, White Bear Lake, MN 

April 1-2 Titletown Train Show     KI Convention Center, Green Bay,  WI 

April 15       Prairie Lakes Division Spring Meet        American Legion, Sioux Rapids, IA 

April  15 Granite City Train Show                 Rivers Edge Convention Center, St Cloud, MN 

April  15 Newport Train Club Train Show    Woodbury High School, Woodbury, MN 

April 22-23 Winnipeg Model Railroad Club Annual Open House Charleswood Legion, Winnipeg, MB 

May 7  Great Midwest Train Show                         DuPage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL 

May 13  Twin Cities Model Railroad Club     Education Building, MN State Fairgrounds 

May 18-21 TLR  Annual Convention    Bloomington, MN 

Aug 20-26 NMRA National Convention,     Gaylord, TX 

Sept 30/Oct 1 Manitoba Mega train Show    MB Red River Ex Grounds, Winnipeg, MB 

 

Using Zoom for NMRA events 
By Art Suel 
     In March 2020 three days after the Twin City Division Annual 
Modeler’s Retreat had occurred, Covid hit. With the state of 
Minnesota closing tight, we had to re-invent how we would 
reach our members. When fall arrived, the TCD switched to 
online meetings. Zoom meeting was the platform chosen. The 
first time, midway through the event, “online Pirates” took over 
the zoom meeting posting lewd images. 
        Moderator Ken Zieska quickly shut down our zoom meeting. 
Later that month while reviewing our options for continuing the 
use of zoom as a platform, Eric Boone suggested using Event-
brite platform to control this type of disruption.. With Event-
brite, a person had to register their intention to attend the zoom 
meeting. This platform allowed the division using “gate keepers” 
to control who was on the zoom meeting. A gatekeeper could 
deny a person from attending or eject them from the meeting. 
During the 20-21 winter, zoom allowed the division to stay in 
touch with the membership. Attendance was higher than some 
months previously with in person meetings. Another advantage 
was inclement weather did not postpone or cancel a meeting. 
Another benefit of on line meetings was that members did not 
have to drive to the Minnesota Transportation Museum in 
downtown St. Paul MN, especially when the XCEL Center had an 
event. 
 Reviewing the data and what we (the officers) had 
learned in the summer of 2021 we came to this conclusion. 
Zoom meetings are a valuable tool to stay connected with the 
membership. So, for the 21-22 meeting schedule, TCD opt for a 

hybrid model. In person meetings in September and October, 
digital in the winter months and back to in person for April and 
May. The assistant Superintendent is responsible in our division 
for obtaining clinicians and quest for the meetings. This works 
out fine as we have had some great topics. The division during 
the online meeting has a “show and tell” segment.  Show and 
tell segment gave the members an opportunity to exhibit their 
latest models that were on their workbench.   
 Around the same time, Tom Gasior, MMR.and Ken 
Zieska started Friday night digital layout tours. With in-person 
layout tours on hiatus due to covid, this method gave the layout 
owners the opportunity to showcase their layouts.  This has now 
evolved into the Friday night podcast under the TCDNMRA ME-
DIA on You Tube. With guests from around the division, region 
and national it has covered a wide variety of topics. Ranging 
from “N SCALE” to “Prototype versus freelance modeling,” it has 
been educational and entertaining.  
 One podcast was where Gasior MMR and Dave Hamil-
ton MMR reviewed and judged a electrical AP application during 
the podcast. The person who was getting judged was not from 
the Thousand Lakes Region but lived in Manhattan NY. Using 
photos and videos, the applicant was judged to have met the 
requirements for the AP Electrical certificate.  
Using You Tube, earlier podcasts are available for playback and 
show what is upcoming. Just search on You Tube for 
TCDNMRAMEDIA. Embracing modern technology can help a far 
flung division reach their membership and attract new hobbyist 
to Model Railroading.  
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Freight Car and Loco Wheel Cleaning And Track Cleaning 

Lester Breuer, MMR 

 Having an operating railroad, the Minneapolis & 
Northland Railroad Company,  ever so often I am asked, 
“How do you clean the wheels on freight cars and locomo-
tives?”   After answering the previous question, usually the 
next question that follows is, “ How do you clean the 
track?”   While preforming these tasks for a monthly oper-
ating session I thought I would share my methods of how I 
complete these tasks of cleaning wheels and track with you 
here. 
First let me show you with photos of how I perform the 
freight car and locomotive wheel cleaning and tools I 
use.   I have a “cleaning station” on the railroad that con-
sists  a light duty table I built with a cleaning track installed 
and a commercial purchased cabinet with drawers to hold 
supplies.   Both of these units have casters installed to al-
low them to be rolled under the railroad when not in 
use.  Why my cleaning station?    I purchased and used 
several manufactures items to clean wheels or track that I 
felt all did a poor job. 

 On the table I have installed two tracks: a cleaning 
track at the front and a programming track in the rear.  Two 
three foot pieces of commercial track are mounted on 
some old Tru-Scale unstained wood road bed.  
 The cleaning track has track feeders as any other 
track on the railroad to enable it to be powered when the 
railroad power is turned on.   The programming track has 
an on and off toggle installed in the track feeders as I want-
ed it and programmer to be turned off when not in use.  
 In the center of the cleaning track you see the 
cleaning pad, a half sheet of Bounty paper towel held in 
place by a piano wire.  The piano wire, .042” diameter 
(could be larger) wire the length of the width of a half sheet 
of Bounty paper towel, with a right angles bent at each end 
that are inserted into holes drilled  between the ties in the 
track roadbed and table to hold the paper towel on the 
track.  One end of the wire has track spikes holding it from 
rising.  The other wire end allowed to be lifted slightly to 
allow paper towel to be inserted under it.  
 Other items I have on the cleaning table are clean-
ing items stored in the drawer in the cabinet next to it.  The 
items are as follows:  

• Paper towels that allow half sheets to be used. 

• An old freight car truck with wheels with unusable deep 
flanges; however, very usable to hold the paper towel 
to the rails.  

• A dispenser, my choice a bottle with needle applicator, 
for cleaning fluid - my choice 91% isopropyl alcohol.. 

• A Kadee plastic track gauge tool for checking coupler 
height on cars having wheels cleaned. 

• A couple of re-railers if needed to help put freight cars 
on the tracks. 

 Now lets look at the cleaning process.   Once you 
have the paper towel inserted on the track under the wire.  
 The freight car truck with the deep car flanges is 
rolled back and forth over the paper towel to secure the 
paper towel to the rails.  

The paper towel is placed under the piano wire .  The left side is 

fixed, and the right side can be lifted to allow  placement. 

Freight car truck with deep flanges being  rolled back and forth 

over paper towel.  

http://mnrailroadcab100.blogspot.com/2023/01/freight-car-and-loco-wheel-cleaning-and.html
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 Next the bottle with needle applicator is used to 
apply the 91% isopropyl alcohol to the paper towel.  
 Once the paper towel has 91% isopropyl alcohol 
applied, a freight car whose wheels are to be cleaned is 
placed on the track on either side of the paper towel.  I 
then hold the car while I roll it back and forth across the 
wet paper towel pad.   If there is dirt on a wheel it will come 

off.  
 You will be amazed at the grime that comes off on 
the wet paper towel from a dirty freight car wheel.  After 
grime has accumulated on the paper towel,  you stop and 
pull the paper forward to get a clean area and repeat the 
process.  You continue to do this until no grime comes off 
on the wet paper towel.  
 To clean locomotive wheels the preparation for the 
wheel cleaning is the same except instead of the freight car 
a locomotive is placed on the track.   And, the track power 
has to be turned on.  A throttle is used to run the locomo-
tive front wheels onto the wet paper towel.  
 I hold the locomotive by its back to allow the 
wheels to spin while I turn on the throttle knob to almost full 
throttle allowing the spinning front wheels to deposit the 
grime on them on the wet paper towel.  
 I move the locomotive rear wheels to the other end 
of the paper towel and place my hand on the track in front 
of the locomotive to hold the locomotive in that position 
until rear wheels have released their grime on the wet pa-
per towel.  
 Of course, you do not need a wheel cleaning table 
to use this method.   The cleaning track could be a section 
of track on your railroad or a section of track mounted on a 
piece of lumber as a 2 x 4. 
 With freight car and locomotive wheels clean we 
want clean track to run them on.    To clean track I use a 
piece of Masonite fiberboard (hardboard) cut to 1 1/1/4 
inches in width and 7 3/4 inches in length.  
 With freight car and locomotive wheels clean we 
want clean track to run them on.    To clean track I use a 
piece of Masonite fiberboard (hardboard) cut to 1 1/1/4 
inches in width and 7 3/4 inches in length.  
 
   

The freight car is placed on the cleaning track and rolled back and 

forth on the paper towel. 

Top Photo– Front wheels being cleaned 

Bottom Photo– Rear wheels being cleaned 

Track Cleaning tool– Folded paper towel, Masonite handle and 

two hair (Bobby) pins 
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 Again Bounty paper towel  is folded to create the 
cleaning pad to wipe down the track.  A half sheet of Boun-
ty paper towel will be folded to make cleaning pad. 

 The folded paper towel cleaning pad is now at-
tached to the Masonite holder with two hairpins.  

 The two hairpins can easily be removed to move 
the paper towel cleaning pad to obtain a clean section on 

the end (photo below). 
 The end of the paper towel pad can be wet with the 
91% alcohol with the needle applicator or used dry to clean 
the track.  Now only one’s hand is needed to hold and ap-
ply the track cleaner to the track.  
 Ok, that may be great for cleaning track in open 
access area; however, what about track through tunnels or 
bridges.   Well,  to accomplish that task you add an exten-
sion handle of appropriate length to get the track 
clean.  My handle is an old broom handle with a slot cut in 

it to friction fit the Masonite holder. 
 I hope my methods and tools can help you get your 
freight car and locomotive wheels clean as well as the 
track they run on.  
 Thank You for taking time to read my blog.  You 
can share a comment in the section below if you choose to 
do so.  Please share the blog link with other model rail-
roaders. 

Minneapolis & Northland Railroad Company Modeling: Cleaning 
Track (mnrailroadcab100.blogspot.com)  
 
Lester Breuer 

Fold the half-sheet of paper towel in half, twice, along it’s 

length, as shown above. 

Track cleaning tool with extension handle.  

http://mnrailroadcab100.blogspot.com/search/label/Cleaning%20Track
http://mnrailroadcab100.blogspot.com/search/label/Cleaning%20Track
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Kevin Dill, photos by author unless noted 

 Rapid Prototyping, nowadays called 3D printing, 
has been around for decades.  It allows manufacturers to 
make a model of an object at minimal cost, before invest-
ing in the dies and molds needed for production.  In the 
hands of modelers, it allows us to download files (free or 
for purchase) to print at home.  It also allows us to create 
our own objects in CAD programs (Computer Aided De-
sign) and either send them to a commercial 3D print ser-
vice to have printed for you, or print your own.  This pro-
cess has been recognized by the NMRA as a form of 
scratch building, as long as you create the file yourself.  
 The cost and availability of these printers has 
dropped significantly in the last couple of years and are 
very affordable.  You can get into this for as little as $250. 
All printers use 3D print files, although some have only one 
type they will recognize.  3D objects are typically created in 
STL or OBJ files.  My Prusa FDM printer uses these files 
directly, without conversion.  My Elegoo resin printer needs 
to have the file converted to a Chitubox file.  All printers 
need to have the file “sliced” into layers for the machine to 
create each layer of the object, so this isn’t too big of a 
deal.  These programs are included with your printer. 
 There are two readily available forms of 3D print-
ing:  Resin and FDM (fused deposition modeling).  Resin 
uses a liquid that is hardened in layers by ultraviolet (UV) 
light, and FDM uses filament that is melted and deposited 
in layers, like a fancy hot melt glue gun.  Each has their 
strengths and weakness’. 
 Resin is most familiar to us from resin kits we built.  
This type of resin has a chemical hardener used to turn 
liquid into solid.  In 3D printing, liquid is hardened by high 
intensity UV light.  The machine has a base that contains a 
UV light source facing upward and an LCD screen similar 
to a computer screen above it.  A clear bottomed container 
(resin tank) sits on top of the screen and the tank is filled 
with resin (a variety of resin types are available).  A metal 
plate (build plate) is suspended on a vertical rail that lowers 
into the vat.  The build area is enclosed in a clear, colored 
UV blocking enclosure.  When the printing is started, the 
build plate lowers into the tank and a thin layer of resin is 
allowed to get between the plate and clear tank screen.  
This thickness is the resolution, or sharpness, of the result-
ing model.  The UV light shines through the screen that 
displays the shape needing to be printed for that layer.  
Typical layer thickness is 0.05mm and can be adjusted.  
After the layer cures, the build plate lifts and pulls the cured 
resin off the tank bottom and allows another layer of resin 
to get under it.  This process is repeated hundreds to thou-
sands of times to build your object, one thin slice at a time.  
The final object is suspended, upside down, from the build 
plate.  It will be surrounded by support material that is re-
moved after printing that allows fine details be printed. 
 After the object is done printing, there are several 
steps needed to finish the project.  The object needs to be 
cleaned of excess resin.  Depending on the resin type, this 
is either 91% isopropyl alcohol (IPA) or more recently, wa-
ter for water based resins.  This can be done is a specific 
cleaning machine or by hand.  The objects are then re-
moved from the build plate, the support material removed, 

3d Printing-What exactly is it? 

This is a large resin printer, they make smaller sizes with smaller 

print plates.  The print plate is at the top and moves vertically.  

The resin tank is positioned above the bronze colored area.  The 

UV blocking cover has been removed to see the details. 

The object hangs downward, and the lattice material around it is 

the support material that must be removed. (Protolabs photo) 
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and the object fully hardened in a UV curing machine. 
 The main advantage of resin is the awesome detail 
that can be produced.  However, the resin can smell bad, 
and it can be messy.  Multiple steps are needed to finish 
the project and this requires more space and machines.  
The objects can be solid or hollow.  The clear membrane 
on the bottom of the tank can puncture or tear and leaking 
resin can wreak havoc on the print area.  This may result in 
a destroyed LCD screen or sending it to the manufacturer 
for repair.  I have had two leaks, and fortunately was able 
to replace the protective sheet over the LCD screen rather 
than needing to send it in. 
 FDM (or filament) printing uses a spool of filament, 
typically PVA (polyvinyl alcohol), that is melted and depos-
ited in thin layers mechanically.   The PVA melts around 
400 degrees Fahrenheit.  Most machines have a build 
plate at the bottom that moves forward and backward, and 
is heated to around 140 degrees.  This helps the object 
stay attached to the plate during the build process.  There 
is a vertical pair of rails, one to either side of the build 
plate, that raises and lowers the print head.  The print head 
moves side to side, and the filament goes into the print 

head.  To print, the machine heats up the print plate and 
print head, and deposits a layer of PVA on the build plate 
to allow the object to stick.  Then it will start laying down 
the object and any support material needed, in layers, with 
the print head moving up after each layer.  The final object 
is completed standing vertically and is removed from the 
print plate after it cools.  Any support material is removed 
afterward to complete the process.  No cleaning or curing 

The wash tank on left and ultraviolet curing station  on right.  

These can take up a lot of work space. 

Thirty wall mounted kerosene lanterns printed in clear resin and 

created in TinkerCad.  All were printed in about 45 minutes.  They 

are off the build plate but still attached to support material. 

FDM printing of doors and door frames.  The spool of PVA is in the 

background.  Each object took about 9 minutes to print, but  since 

there are 24, total time was over 3 hours. 

This figure is surrounded by support material that will need 

removing.  Breaking small details is a big risk. 
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is needed.  FDM printers can use a variety of filaments that 
vary in strength, and some contain metal or wood for print-
ing in those materials. 
 Because FDM is a mechanical process of laying 
down melted material, the final appearance has more obvi-
ous layers, and is a poor choice for small details like hand 
rails or panel lines.  Also, very small objects may not print 
well and “string”.  This is when the object separates from 
the print plate and stays attached to the print, forming a ball 
of melted material.  However, there is minimal odor and 
virtually no clean up.  There are dozens of colors of fila-
ment as well.  Large objects are printed hollow and are fair-
ly light. 

 I have divided my printing into two categories- fine 
detail or good detail/structural.  Fine detail is for objects like 
figures, tables and chairs, kerosene lamps, passenger car 
diaphragm end plates, etc.  Good detail/structural would be 
for truck shims, stone walls, ships, ore loads etc.  Choosing 
the right printing method will be important in the final prod-
uct, and sometime I do both and then decide which one to 
use from there. 
Advantages/Disadvantages  of each: 
 Resin is great for fine detail, and you can print as 
many of an object as you can fit on the print plate in the 
same amount time as printing one.  This is because the 
entire plate is exposed for each layer.   In other words, it 
took about 3 hours to print one passenger car diaphragm 
end plate, but because I could fit 24 on the plate, I could 
print all 24 in the same time.  However, resin is more ex-
pensive than filament (around $35 for 1000ml) and so your 
object will cost more than FDM.  A 2 inch figure will cost 
around $2.  It is also messier and requires more steps.  
Failed prints are tedious to deal with-  removing stuck ma-
terial from the print plate bottom of the resin tank are a pain 
and can result is puncture tanks.  I tend to not print with 
resin until I have enough projects to print a lot.  Clean up is 
a more complex as well.  Nitrile gloves and a respirator are 
a must.  Your house may smell like resin if you don’t use a 
low odor resin (and there are many available). 
 FDM is great for larger objects and things that don’t 
need fine detail, like truck and coupler shims.  There is al-
most no odor and clean up is easy.  However, large or 
complex objects may have so much support material that it 
may take 30-45 minutes to remove it.  Not a problem for a 
one-off project but when you want to make a lot of things, 
this adds up.  Also, it can only print one object at a time, 
regardless of how many are on the print plate, since there 
is only one print head doing all the work.  Failed prints are 
easy to remove and proceed onto a new print.  There are a 

couple of printers that have two print heads though.  Fila-
ment is relatively inexpensive, one spool costs around $20.  
A 2 inch figure costs around 8 cents. 
 I use 3D printing to make things I need that are not 
commercially available.  Since I model O scale, that is a lot 
of things.  I use a CAD (computer aided design) program 
called TinkerCad that is free to individuals and schools.  It 
is designed for High Schoolers to create objects without 
needing programming knowledge.  There are many high 

level CAD programs that will allow you to make complex 
objects, like Fusion 360, but there is a steep learning 
curve.  All the objects I have created used Tinkercad:  ca-
boose windows, caboose steps, ladders, wall mounted ker-
osene lamps, coupler shims and truck shims.  Fortunately, 
there are more and more objects being made by modelers 
and put online as well.  Websites like Thingiverse, Cults3D 
(note the 3D part of this name…), Etsy and manufacturer 
sites have downloadable content.  Wargaming and Dun-
geons & Dragons sites have great objects like walls, furni-
ture, boxes, generic figures and machines that can be used 
for our hobby also.   Many scale-specific groups may have 
them as well.  Since 3D printing is scalable, you can en-
large or shrink items as well.  This has become an econom-
ical and accessible form of creation that will allow you to 
create some amazing things for your railroad! 

These are failed figure prints in Filament printing.  Failures can 

occur in resin as well but are a bigger problem to fix. 

A friend needed ore loads for Walthers HO ore cars.  Each one took 

about 2 hours  to print and cost about 12 cents.  I created the print 

file by taking photos of a commercial load (left), and used a 

Meshing program to make a 3D object file. 

A resin statue 6 inches tall.  Look at the incredible detail!  Resin 

cost is around $8 because it was printed hollow. 
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New Tracks Modeling  

Mentoring Scholarship for Young Model 
Railroaders 

By Jim Kellow, MMR 
  

New Tracks Modeling  is about Mentoring and model 
building. It is a volunteer organization run by model rail-
roaders, which also raises funds for 
its programs through volunteer donations.  This 
year New Tracks Modeling started an exciting new 
scholarship program for young model railroaders.  
  
New Tracks Modeling live Zoom shows are about all 
aspects of model railroad modeling which are also live 
streamed on its YouTube channel. New Tracks Model-
ing.   The  live shows are available to all model railroad-
ers. To get the Zoom log-in link for attending a live 
show, sub-
scribe through the www.newtracksmodeling.com websit
e.  There are over 750 videos of past shows on the New 
Tracks Modeling YouTube channel for you to enjoy. 
   
New Tracks Modeling founder, Jim Kellow, MMR stated 
expanding the New Tracks Model-
ing programs to young modelers when he was appoint-
ed several tears ago as the Ambassador for Model Rail-
roading by the  APMM (Association of Professional 
Model Makers). Jim and the APMM believe the model 
railroading skills and confi-
dence gained by building models make young model-
ers ideal candidates for careers as Professional Model 
Makers. Check out their website at: modelmakers.org  
  
This year New Tracks Model-
ing expanded its youth programs further 
by starting a $1,000.00 scholarship program for young 
model railroaders.  It has been successful 
in obtaining funding through contributions associated 
with the shows. This scholarship is for young Model 
Railroaders who are students who 
are graduating or have recently graduated from a high 
school with a minimum of a 3.0 GPA and are going to 
attend or are currently  enrolled in a STEAM  program 
in a United States 2 or 4 year college, university or an 
accredited technical school.  In the future New Tracks 
Modeling hopes to expand to include other countries so 
that the scholarship is International in scope. De-
tails about the scholarship, applications, and filing in-
structions are available on the “New Tracks” website 
at:  https://newtracksmodeling.com/scholarship/ 
  
Now it is up to you, members of the model railroading 
community to spread the word and encourage young 
model railroaders to take advantage of this scholarship 
to help pay for their continued education and suc-
cess. For questions or how to submit a paper copy 
of an application, please contact 
the Scholarship Committee Chairman, Bob Davidson 
at:  
Bob Davidson 
New Tracks Modeling Mentoring Scholarship  
6273 Gulf Stream Path 
Cicero, NY 13039 

http://www.newtracksmodeling.com/
http://modelmakers.org/
https://newtracksmodeling.com/scholarship/
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I enjoy model railroading and want to share my experiences 

with you!  You can see my build of kits, how-to’s, painting 

information and much more on my internet blog.  Check out 

http://mnrailroadcab100.blogspot.com. 

Lester Breuer, MMR 

The Dakota Southeastern Division of the NMRA invites you to our eighth annual 

Greater Sioux Falls Model Train Show 

March 25
th 

and 26
th

, 2023 
Saturday 10:am – 5pm                          Sunday 10am – 4:00 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Located in the Multi-Cultural Center 

515 N Main Ave - Downtown 

Sioux Falls, SD 

Admission: $5.00 per person - Children 12 and under free with paid adult 

Model Railroad Layouts will be on display for viewing and operating. 
Visit us: dakotasoutheastern.org; Facebook: Dakota Southeastern Division of NMRA; Email: dakotasoutheastern@gmail.com  

http://mnrailroadcab100.blogspot.com/
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Last November, the Dakota Southeastern Division 
(DSED) of the Thousand Lakes Region (TLR) lost Marion 
Manning, a valued NMRA member, due to illness. She was 
one of 15 or so women members within the 470 + TLR region 
membership. Members of the DSED have prepared a tribute 
to her for the many contributions that she has made locally, 
but also to the region, through her model railroading hobby. 

Marion has been a model railroad hobbyist since the 
1960’s, or over sixty years. This interest in the hobby 
spanned the period during which Jay served in the US Army 
as an officer in the Judge Advocate General (JAG) Corps. 
His military service involved periodic transfers to different 
locations around the world. Many of these locations were 
remote so Marion and Jay took their model railroading hobby 
with them. Living space limitations necessitated that they 
model in a smaller scale – they chose N scale. The periodic 
duty assignments lasted from the 
mid-60’s to the mid-70’s. On their 
return to the United States main-
land they were able to visit hobby 
stores and begin to expand their 
model railroads. 

After Jay’s retirement 
from the Army JAG In the early 
1990’s Marion and Jay settled in 
Richmond, Virginia and became 
active in the Richmond Area N 
Trak (RANTRAK) club where 
Marion and Jay began by taking a 
significant modeling interest by 
building a corner module that they 
added realist scenery to. Subse-
quent experience with another 
layout led Marion to observe:  
“The layout is dead, there are no 
people, vehicles or buildings on 
it.” Her observations were ig-
nored, because the all the layout had running trains, after all. 
This is when she adopted into practice the slogan “If you 
can’t get them to listen, join ‘em.”She joined the RANTRAK 
group at which time the group then they listen to her as a 
member. This heralded the development of Marion’s scenery 
skills, which, in their own right became a hallmark of Marion’s 
hobby interests and skill set. Work she did on modules or 
other layouts were “alive” and she due to her critical eye for 
detail. These modeling skills were keen and developed with 
time. For example, during the time before moving back to 
South Dakota, Marion painted over 1,000 N scale and HO 
figures. 

After moving to South Dakota, both Mannings be-
came active members of the NMRA, beginning in 2002. Mari-
on earned the respect of the entire model railroading commu-
nity in Sioux Falls and the surrounding area for her modeling 
skills. She was recognized through the NMRA Achievement 
Program where she received her Master Builder - Scenery 
certificate. She always paid particular attention to colors and 
details; scenes had to look alive and would not be shown 
until she felt that they were ready to be displayed. 

As a member of the DSED, Marion was a consistent 
contributor to DSED functions. She always had a welcoming 
demeanor. She and Jay frequently hosted the Division’s 
monthly meetings and she shared her thoughts when she 
had thoughts to that she believed to be important. Whenever 
TLR or community members came to model railroad events 

hosted by the DSED, Marion was a friendly face people 
would meet when she operated trains and greeted event par-
ticipants. Every year the DSED hosts a model train show and 
Marion was one of the first people that you saw at the ticket 
table with a friendly and welcoming smile. Several DSED 
events occur during the Christmas holiday season. Marion 
typically hosted a G-Scale Christmas train where she encour-
aged children to come and operate. Children and parents 
both relished the enthusiasm of the kids, all afforded by Mari-
on’s generosity. 

Marion served an important role in helping Jay dur-
ing his tenure as TLR president where he would bounce ide-
as off of her or seek ways to best convey thoughts that would 
be captured in written documents. This is a hidden, underval-
ued way that TLR regional members benefit from the help 
provided by leadership spouses. Marion was a contributor 

whenever the TLR regional con-
vention was held in Sioux Falls by 
the DSED. She was particularly 
active in organizing the Non-Rail 
events. 
She was extremely active in 
building N Scale T-Trak modules, 
a relatively recent development 
for the DSED. She had construct-
ed several for the DSED layout, 
which has been set up and oper-
ated at several recent events. 
During the 2022 TLR convention 
in Brainerd, MN she received an 
award in the Celebration Room 
for her Ashland, VA T-Trak mod-
ule. Marion modeled with her 
husband Jay on their home lay-
outs (HO and N) where she has 
built structures of amazing detail 
and complexity. A more recent 

interest of hers was modeling in Z Scale, which she recently 
adopted. Model railroading was so important to her that she 
wanted a T-Trak layout set up in the church hosting her Cele-
bration of Life where a Z scale passenger train of hers was 
operated the first time.  

She was always willing to assist the DSED when 
there was a need to add or update club HO modules during 
work sessions. In this light, when the DSED began their T-
Trak layout, Marion was one of the first to take modules 
home to begin her scenery magic. This layout has over a half 
dozen modules from detailed city scenes to rural pastures 
that were inspired by and built by her. She took great pride in 
her work and was always thinking ahead about her next pro-
ject. 

DSED open house events were a great opportunity 
for Marion to share her talents. At these events she would 
make sure that the Manning home was filled with trains on 
display. Jay and Marion would have their Z, N, HO, G and 
Lego layouts to be viewed at the open house. Of course, 
Marion was also willing to share her knowledge and answer 
question posed by the guests who came to their home.  
 It was important to Marion to have a T-Trak train 
displayed at her Celebration of Life ceremony.Two N scale 
passenger train were operated at the Methodist Church dur-
ing this ceremony.Marion Manning will be greatly missed in 
the DSED and the TLR. That said, we are all better humans 
and modelers for having had the opportunity to know her.  

A Tribute to Marion Manning 
by 

The Dakota Southeastern Division Membership 
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Minutes 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Thousand Lake Region, NMRA 
November 16, 2022  

via Zoom 
 
1: President Art Suel called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
   
2: President Suel took the roll with the absence of Secretary 
Olsen.  Board members present were President Suel, Vice 
President Neil Maldies, Treasurer Tom Gay, Contest Director 
Kennedy Gauger, Public Relations Director Kevin Dill and 
Convention Director Rich Holzapfel. Superintendents in at-
tendance were Gerry Miller (SED), Scott Nesbit (DSED), Ken 
Zieska (TCD), Jay Davis (PLD), Matt Lentz (SRRV)and NMRA 
Canadian Director John Bate.  Absent were  
 Secretary Ron Olsen, Ian Plett( No.1 Northern) & Brian 
Wordes (MRVD) 
  
3: Approval of Minutes from the Board of Director’s meeting 
May 20. 2022 at Brainerd.   Minutes were tabled as no copy 
was received from Secretary Olsen. 
 
4: Treasurer Gay updated the board on the Regions financial 
condition.   The region is financially healthy.  For a copy of 
the treasurer’s report, members can contact Treasurer Gay at 
his contact info listed in the Fusee. 
 
5: Convention Director Holzapfel updated the Board on the 
next three conventions. 
       2023 Bloomington MN convention had a meeting at the 
hotel deciding which rooms will hold which convention 
events.   Next is to get the registration cost nailed down and, 
in February, Fusee. 
       2024 convention is in Duluth MN and Holzapfel is work-
ing with some members in that city.  No Hotel has been cho-
sen as of this time.  Holzapfel and Suel will travel up to Du-
luth to visit the various hotels they are interested in. 
      The 2025 site has not been determined but a group of 
modelers in western Wisconsin are interested in hosting. 
 
6: Contest Director Kennedy Gauger reviewed the 2022 Cele-
bration of Models with the Board.  He was really thrilled with 
the size of the room in Brainerd and is hoping for the same in 
Bloomington.  One change is that engravings for the plaques 
were done in the Sioux Falls area after the provider in the 
Twin Cities did not get back to him.  The board supported 
this move. 
 
7: Public Relation’s Director Dill gave his report to the Board.  
Fusee will be out soon.  He is using Survey Monkey as a tool 
in disseminating the Fusee to members. 
 
8: Division Superintendent Reports 
     DSED: Superintendent Scott Nesbit recapped the last six 
months.  The division displayed their modular layouts in Har-
risburg SD, Jesse James Days in Garretson SD, Watertown 
Technical college In Watertown SD, and at the Sioux Falls 
Library on Halloween weekend.  DSED open their homes for 
public layout tours.  Admission went to a local women’s 
shelter.  Will be busy with community education class on 
Model railroading.  14 individuals will be constructing a T-
Trak module.   
 
Prairie Lakes Division:  Superintendent Jay Davis informed 
the board that the division held their fall meet at the fair-
grounds in Spencer IA.  Attendance was over 130 individuals 
with clinics, door prizes and the PLD modular railroad on 
display.  The Smokey Mountain Railroad that is a permanent 
fixture at the fairgrounds was open for viewing.  The division 
is planning their spring meet in 2023 to be in Sioux Rapids 
IA.  The division is working with a new model railroad club in 

that city. 
  
Southeastern Superintendent Miller reported that the division 
is back to round robin work sessions on layouts in the Dubu-
que area.  Operating on a new member’s layout monthly and 
planning for the division train show in March 2023. 
 
South Red River Valley Superintendent Lentz reported that 
the membership is working on AP certificates and 3 mem-
bers are close to becoming MMR’s. 
 
 No 1 Northern Division   no report 
 
Minnesota River Valley Division     no report 
 
Twin Cities Superintendent Ken Zieska has met twice so far 
this fall.  The meetings have been held at Hopkins Depot cof-
fee shop.  Good bakery items and coffee available during 
meetings as well as good parking, seating area and a projec-
tor screen.  This fall the division tried a new activity, an Oper-
ations retreat.  Friday night was a greet and meet with the 
signees and layout operations.  Saturday each person oper-
ated on two layouts that day.  It was a success and will be 
done again.   
The January and February 2023 meetings will be held by 
zoom.   March meeting is our annual Modeler’s retreat.  April 
will be a railfan meeting at the depot.  The division Podcast is 
growing a following beyond the division and region. 
The group has been busy planning the 2023 TLR Convention 
at the Best Western Plus in Bloomington MN.  Same site as 
the 2013 convention and across the street from the Mall of 
America. 
9:  John Bate, the NMRA Canadian Director reported that the 
National is working on a NMRA Interchange for the organiza-
tion.  This will be open to divisions, regions NMRA depart-
ment etc.  Will be used for general interactions, meetings, 
events, and classes. The Winter Board meeting will be held 
in Springfield MA at the Amherst Show.  Board members will 
be out on the show floor interacting with attendees and 
NMRA members. 
 
10:  Old Business 
 A: Update on Handbook Revision, Kevin Dill said that the 
committee will need a couple of months to present any 
changes to the TLR Bylaws. 
 B: Multimedia Platform Update.  Dill believes the National 
Interchange will fill the need for the region to develop a plat-
form. 
 
10: New Business 
A: Grants - there were no applications 
 
B: Awards Nominations 
 1: Bob Dew Sr Memorial Award Stafford Swain Memorial 
Lifetime Achievement Award criteria and process.  President 
Suel announced to the group that the format is being 
changed for this award and the Stafford Swain Memorial Life-
time Achievement award.  Nominations will be taken only by 
email sent to Suel’s email address.  In January he will send 
each voting member of the board a separate email with the 
nominations.   
  
 C:  Elections - Suel handle this for Past President Manning 
as he was busy taking care of his wife who recently passed.  
Suel informed the board that four officers are up for election.  
Contest Director Gauger and Public relations Director are 
term limited.  Convention Director Holzapfel and Secretary 
Olsen are eligible for another term. 
 
13:  Other Business/Comments 
       A:  Division certification information Suel reminded the 
Superintendents to get their division certificates to him soon 
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if they had not done so yet. Without the certificates submitted by December 20th to NMRA, no insurance certificates can 
v=be issued for activities by the divisions or regions.  It also stops the issuance of the rebate from National to the region 
that is certified. 
 
At this point, Dill moved and was seconded by Miller to have the thousand Lakes region send flowers to Marion Manning’s 
funeral.  Motion passed. 
 
There being no further business, Miller moved to adjourned, second by Nesbit.  Motion passed.  Board meeting adjourned at 
8:59 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted  
Arthur C Suel 
TLR President 

THE FOLLOWING TLR BOARD POSITIONS ARE UP FOR ELECTION AND RE-ELECTION. 

Jay Manning, Election Chair 

 The positions up for reelection this year are Secretary (Ron Olsen), Public Relations Director (Kevin Dill) Convention Direc-

tor (Rich Holzapfel) and Contest Director (Kennedy Gauger). Dill and Gauger have reached their term limit and will rotate off 

the board.  There is a proposed by law amendments to exempt the Public Relations Director from term limits and retitle this 

position .  

The TLR is a volunteer origination and without volunteers we will not exist. Serving on the Board of Directors will qualify you 

for the AP incentive. Once you earn your first AP certificate you will receive $50. If you are interested in running or have ques-

tions about one of these positions, please contact TLR President Art Suel (artsuel1956@gmail.com or TLR Nominations 

Chair Jay Manning (chessie@manningperry.com). 

The list of duties for the positions up for election are listed below- 
 
 The Secretary shall: 

 
Be responsible for the administrative functions of the Region 
Keep minutes of all Region meetings 
Provide an agenda for all meetings 
Notify members of meetings 
Have charge of all correspondence 
Be responsible for the maintenance and publication of the Administrative Manual 
Be responsible for region archives. 

 
   Contest Director - The Contest Director shall: 

 
Direct all Region contests in co-operation with the Convention Chairpersons and their committees 

 
    Public Relations Director - The Public Relations Director shall: 

 
Welcome new members. 
Induce former members to restore themselves to good standing.  
Secure as much good publicity for the Region as possible. 

                          4)    Have executive responsibility for the publication of The Fusee 
 

    Convention Director - The Convention Director shall: 
 

Be the representative of the President in working with the Convention Chairpersons. 
 Establish a convention schedule to ensure rotation throughout the Region. 

mailto:artsuel1956@gmail.com
mailto:chessie@manningperry.com
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Proposed Amendments to the TLR Bylaws 
Amendment 1   Purpose is to retitle title Relations Director the Fusee Editor .  
Amend Section 3 heading b with the following;   
 3.  Officers 

The Board of Directors shall take office immediately following the meeting at which it was elected and shall se-
lect from its number a President, a Vice- President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Convention Director, a Con-
test Director, and a Public Relations Director  Fusee Editor.  

 
 Effect :  replace Public Relations Director title with the new title Fusee Editor.  
Section 5 heading g with the following;  

g.   Public Relations Director Fusee Editor- The Public Relations Director Fusee Editor shall: 
 Effect :   Replace Public Relations Director with the new title Fusee Editor.  
Under section 7.1.3.3 delete line 7 Public Relations Director 

Under section 8.3.3 delete line 2 Public Relations Director produces reminder letters and mails them out.  
 
Under Section 8.5.2 delete line 6 Public Relations Director  
Section 10.0  Replace the heading with Fusee Editor where ever Public Relations Director appears in the section and 
delete  line 1 of section 10.12. Renumber remaining lines . 
10.0 Public Relations Director Fusee Editor 
 
10.1 General 
 

The Public Relations Director Fusee Editor shall be responsible for all matters regarding public contact (i.e.: 
goodwill) regarding the TLR and all persons or groups interested in model railroading, these duties shall not con-
flict with any delegated to other TLR officials. 

 
10.12 Duties 
 

. 
The Public Relations Director Fusee Editor is the Region contact for any NMRA program to re-enroll former 

members. He shall seek support from Region officers and members for this purpose. 
The Public Relations Director Fusee Editor shall have an adequate supply of NMRA and Region publica-

tions on hand, so that interested individuals; groups, etc. may receive needed model railroad information, 
after requesting it. 

The Public Relations Director Fusee Editor prepares and maintains the letter and TLR material distributed 
by the NMRA. 

The Public Relations Director Fusee Editor shall report to the NMRA Bulletin Editor regarding TLR activities 
when appropriate. 

The Public Relations Director Fusee Editor shall collect and maintain statistical and demographic infor-
mation on TLR and NMRA membership. 

A written report must be provided to the Fusee once a year. 
The Public Relations Director handles requests for promotional material and its distribution. 
 
 

 
Amendment 2   
It is proposed to amend Section 3, paragraph d of the Thousand Lakes Regions bylaws by deleting paragraph heading d 
with a new paragraph heading d that reads as follows; 
3.  Officers 

Members of the Board of Directors may not serve more than five consecutive years. 
 
d.   Term limits for officers shall be 5  consecutive years except for the President who can serve 6 consecutive years and 
the  Treasurer and Fusee Editor positions which  are not  term limited.   
 
 
Proposed by Arthur Suel 
Please contact me with comments at artsuel1956@gmail.com  

mailto:artsuel1956@gmail.com
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Great Northern  

O Scale 
Kevin Dill 

3920 15th St S 

Fargo, ND 58104 

701-298-0132 

Model Railroad Advertising 

Advertise your railroad here!  Send  me a photo, business card or whatever contact info you want to provide.  This a service for 

the TLR and there is no charge for the ad. 
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Fusee Advertising 

Commercial advertising from hobby 

shops, manufacturers, and businesses 

associated with  model railroading in-

terests are accepted.   All ads can be 

run in a single issue at 35% of the annu-

al rate. 

Railroad ads are for individual lay-

outs, model railroad clubs, or oth-

er non-commercial groups and 

are FREE. 

The FUSEE is a quarterly publication of the 

TLR and emailed to all subscribers.   

Permission is granted to reproduce any portion of 

The FUSEE  in any  non-profit publications if cred-

it is given to both the author and the THOU-

SAND LAKES REGION FUSEE, and a copy is sent 

to the editor. 

ARTICLES: All contributions except advertising 

are considered donations.  Authors retain all 

rights to their articles and photos and may submit 

their material for publication elsewhere.  Submis-

sion, including photos, can be made by floppy disk, 

email, CD-ROM, DVD, or hard copy.  Handwrit-

ten or typed manuscripts are fine, too.  (Photo 

prints will be returned.)  Send materials or ques-

tions  to:  Dillkev@aol.com. Put “FUSEE” in the 

subject line, or mail to Kevin Dill, 3920 15th St S, 

Fargo, ND 58104. 
 

 

Bring a friend 

To your next 

Club meeting! 

Advertising should be mailed to THE FUSEE editor 

as camera-ready artwork or electronic files (jpeg, 

tiff, gif, or EPS with outlined fonts).   

Enclose payment in U.S. funds, international mon-

ey order, or by check drawn on U.S. banks.  Checks 

should be made out to TLR.  Contact the editor if 

you have questions. 

       The  Thousand  Lakes  Region  of  the NMRA 

Ad size (HxW)  

 

 

Full pg   9 5/8 x 7 1/8” 

1/2 pg 4 3/4 x 7 1/8” 

1/4 pg 4 3/4 x 3 1/2” 

1/6 pg 4 3/4 x 2 1/4” 

1/8 pg 3 3/4 x 2 1/4” 

1/12 pg 2 3/8 x 2 1/4” 

1/16 pg 1 1/8 x 3 1/2” 

Annual  

Business 

Rate 

$145.00 

$90.00 

$45.00 

$35.00 

$25.00 

$18.50 

$15.00 

One-Time 

Business  

Rate 

$50.75 

$31.50 

$15.75 

$12.25 

$8.75 

$6.50 

$5.25 

Annual  

Railroad Ad 

Rate 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Free 

Free 

Free 

Board of Directors 
 
President  
Art Suel  
14500 Alabama Ave          
Savage, MN 55378      
952-250-8692  
artsuel1956@gmail.com  
 
Vice President 

Neil Maldeis, MMR 
1366 S White Iron Rd 
Ely MN 55731 
612-940 0757 
nsmalde@yahoo.com 
Secretary 
vacant 
 
Treasurer 
Tom Gay  
2015 Rose Creek Dr 
Fargo, ND 58104 
701-219-0300 
tomandkath@hotmail.com 
 
Convention Director 
Rich Holzapfel 
24675 48th Ave 
Sherman, SD 57030 
605-610-6732 
Hozerfarmer1@gmail.com 
 
Public Relations 
Kevin Dill  
3920 15th St S 
Fargo, ND 58104 
701-298-0132 
Dillkev@aol.com 
 

Contest Director 

Kennedy Gauger 

4500 South Lewis Ave. 

Sioux Falls SD 57103 

210-573-1294 

wkgauger@gmail.com 

 

Contest Director 

Kennedy Gauger 

4500 South Lewis Ave. 

Sioux Falls SD 57103 

210-573-1294 

wkgauger@gmail.com 

Department Chairs   
 
Membership  
Art Suel  
14500 Alabama Ave          
Savage, MN 55378      
952-250-8692  
artsuel1956@gmail.com  
 
Achievement Program       
John Hotvet MMR 
5100 Nicollet Ave. S.   
Minneapolis, MN 55419 
612-822-5788 
johntrain@aol.com  
 
Historian    
MK Lentz 
2825 Elm St N 
Fargo, ND 58102 
701-298-8408 
mkl@janushd.com 
 
Webmaster 
Caleb Van Der Brink   
1226 8th avenue NE 
Sioux Center, IA 51250 
712-578-1029 
calebvanderbrink@yahoo.com 
 
Fusee Editor 
Kevin Dill  
3920 15th St S 
Fargo, ND 58104 
701-298-0132 
Dillkev@aol.com 
 
Social Media  
Thomas Gasior, MMR 
763-291-0708 
tgasior@hotmail.com  

Division Supers 
 
Dakota Southeastern 
Scott Nesbit 
5415 W. Dardenella Rd 
#107     
Sioux Falls, SD 57106                 
605-360-0185           
drthud@msn.com                      
 
Minnesota River Valley 
Brian Wordes 
Sacred Heart, MN 
320-400-9205 
brigayle@rswb.coop   
 
No. 1 Northern 

Ian H. Plett 

337 Regent Ave W 

Winnipeg, MB R2C 1R5 

ianplett@gmail.com 

 
Prairie Lakes 
Jay Davis 
207 Ocheyedan St. 
Everly,  IA 51338 
712 834-2073 
jdandice22c@hotmail.com          
 
South Red River Valley 
MK Lentz 
2825 Elm St N 
Fargo, ND 58102 
701-298-8408 
mkl@janushd.com 
 
Southeastern  
Gerry Miller 
1040 HawkeyeDr 
Dubuque, IA  52001 
563-557-9646 
millerg20@gmail.com 
 
Twin Cities 

Ken Zieska 
763-232-3455 
mhry19@gmail.com 
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